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not optimists in their religious epistemology. Even though the 
moral order was believed to have existed independent of the 
divine, the divine will – if the deity was of the moral type – 
was still believed to be humanity’s only access to that order. 
The deity was thus assumed to function in relation to the moral 
order as an instructor, a mediator, a judge and an authority on 
right and wrong – not as its creator. From this it follows that 
at least in the context of those texts in the Hebrew Bible where 
moral realism is presupposed, the Ethyphro Dilemma indeed 
represents a false dilemma. But then not as Aquinas suggested, 
because goodness is an essential part of the divine nature, 
but because the underlying moral epistemology assumed that 
humans needed good gods to tell them what the good life is 
all about.
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